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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/08/2005 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 7-1 1 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Metz et al. (US 5,754,539). 

Regarding claim 7, Metz teaches a multi-configuration network connection point 
device 8 (figs. 1, 3), comprising: a first connection interface 16 including a primary 
connection port 17 for communicatively coupling to an upstream network device 1; a 
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second connection interface 9 including a secondary connection port 71 for 
communicatively coupling to a downstream network device via a wireless technology 7, 
wherein said second connection interface 9 is adapted to be secured in a fixed location 
(it is noticed that the device 8 is expanded and integrated within the work station 3, see 
col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55), while conveniently providing said 
communicatively coupling to a downstream network device via a wireless technology 7; 
a means 12 for intelligently concentrating data from a plurality of interface connection 
ports 41, 51 61, 71 included in said second connection interface 16 for communication 
on said primary connection port 17 of said first connection interface 16; and a 
communication bus 13 for communicatively coupling said first connection interface 16 to 
said second connection interface 9. 

Regarding claim 8, Metz also teaches that said first connection interface 16 
comprises a single primary interface connection port 17. 

Regarding claim 9, Metz also teaches that said second connection interface 9 
comprises a plurality of interface connection ports 41, 51, 61, 71 (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 10, Metz also teaches that said first connection interface 16 
couples to a singular communication path 17 to an upstream device 1 (figs. 1, 3). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Metz also teaches that said secondary connection interface 
9 is configured for convenient placement in fixed locations in a manner that facilitates 
maintenance of system integrity and security (it is noticed that the device 8 is expanded 
and integrated within the work station 3, therefore, the second connection interface 9 
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within the device 8 is also to be fixedly placed in the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 
through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 15, Metz teaches a multi-configuration network connection point 
method (figs. 1, 3), comprising: providing a single connection point 17 on a primary 
communication interface 16; providing a plurality of connection points 41, 51, 61, 71 on 
a secondary communication interface 9; and coupling the single connection point 17 on 
a primary communication interface 1 6 to the plurality of connection points 41 , 51 , 61 , 71 
on a secondary communication interface 9. 

Regarding claim 16, Metz also teaches that the.single connection point 17 
couples to a single communication path to upstream network device 1 (figs. 1,3). 

Regarding claim 17, Metz further teaches that the single connection point is 
configured for fixed placement in a concealed environment 8 (it is noticed that the 
device 8 is expanded and integrated within the work station 3, therefore, the second 
connection interface 9 within the device 8 is also to be fixedly placed in the work station 
3, see col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 18, Metz further teaches that the secondary communication 
interface 9 is adapted to be secured in a fixed location while conveniently providing said 
communicative coupling to a downstream network device 7 via a wireless technology (it 
is noticed that the device 8 is expanded and integrated within the work station 3, 
therefore, the second connection interface 9 within the device 8 is also to be fixedly 
placed in the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 
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Regarding claim 19, Metz also teaches intelligently concentrating data (from 16, 
fig. 3) from a plurality of interface connection ports 41 , 51 61 , 71 included of said 
second connection interface 9 for communication on said primary connection port 17 of 
a first connection interface 16 (see ATM, col. 4, 12-22). 

Claims 7-11 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Stewart et al. (US 6,571 ,221 ). 

Regarding claim 7, Stewart teaches a multi-configuration network connection 
point device (fig. 2C)), comprising: a first connection interface including a primary 
connection port (output of network interface 220) for communicatively coupling to an 
upstream network device (fig. 1A, numerals 140, 150); a second connection interface 
including a secondary connection port (input to 220 from 21 0C, 210D, fig. 2C) for 
communicatively coupling to a downstream network device 111 via a wireless 
technology (fig. 1A), wherein said second connection interface (input to 220 from 21 0C, 
21 0D, fig. 2C) is adapted to be secured in a fixed location (secured in fixed location 124, 
fig. 2C), while conveniently providing said communicatively coupling to a downstream 
network device via a wireless technology 1 1 1 (fig. 1 A); a means 220 for intelligently 
concentrating data from a plurality of interface connection ports 21 0C, 21 0D, 230C, 
230D (fig. 2C) included in said second connection interface (input to 220 from 210C, 
21 0D, fig. 2C) for communication on said primary connection port of said first 
connection interface (output from network interface 220); and inherently a 
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communication bus inside the network interface 220 (fig. 2C) for communicatively 
coupling said first connection interface to said second connection interface. 

Regarding claim 8, Stewart also teaches that said first connection interface 
comprises a single primary interface connection port (single output at 220, fig. 2C). 

Regarding claim 9, Stewart also teaches that said second connection interface 
comprises a plurality of interface connection ports (input to 220 from 21 0C, 21 0D, fig. 
2C). 

Regarding claim 10, Stewart also teaches that said first connection interface 
couples to a singular communication path (single output at 220, fig. 2) to an upstream 
device 140 (fig. 1A). 

Regarding claim 11, Stewart also teaches that said secondary connection 
interface (210C, 210D input to 220, fig. 2C) is configured for convenient placement in 
fixed locations 124 (fig. 2C) in a manner that facilitates maintenance of system integrity 
and security. 

Regarding claim 15, Stewart teaches a multi-configuration network connection 
point method (fig. 2C), comprising: providing a single connection point on a primary 
communication interface (single output at 220); providing a plurality of connection points 
21 0C, 21 0D, 230C, 230D on a secondary communication interface (inputs to 220); and 
coupling the single connection point on a primary communication interface (single 
output from 220, fig. 2C) to the plurality of connection points 210C, 210D, 230C, 230D 
on a secondary communication interface. 
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Regarding claim 16, Stewart also teaches that the single connection point 
couples to a single communication path (single output from 220, fig. 2C) to upstream 
network devices 140, 150 (fig. 1A). 

Regarding claim 17, Stewart further teaches that the single connection point is 
configured for fixed placement in a concealed environment (220 is fixedly placed in the 
access point 124, fig. 2C). 

Regarding claim 18, Stewart further teaches that the secondary communication 
interface 21 0C, 21 0D, 230C, 230D is adapted to be secured in a fixed location 124 (fig. 
2C) while conveniently providing said communicative coupling to a downstream network 
device 111 via a wireless technology (fig. 1 A). 

Regarding claim 19, Stewart also teaches intelligently concentrating data from a 
plurality of interface connection ports 210C, 210D, 230C, 230D (fig. 2C) included of said 
second connection interface for communication on said primary connection port (single 
output from 220, fig. 2C) of a first connection interface . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Metz et al. in view of Shimono (US 6,877,104). 

Regarding claims 12-14, Metz does not explicitly teach a means or fault detection 
16 for processing and interpreting data coupled to a first interface. In an analogous art, 
Shimono teaches a means for processing and interpreting data 97a, 97b coupled to a 
first interface 5 of a wireless access point (fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of 
Shimono to the network connection point of Metz so that data received from the 
wireless device can be properly converted to upstream data. Shimono also teaches fault 
detection means 10a, 10b, 30a, 30b coupled to the means for processing and 
interpreting data 97a, 97b. Shimono further teaches a processing unit 97a, 97b for 
processing information; and a memory 96a, 96b for storing said information (fig. 2). 
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Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stewart et al. in view of Shimono (US 6,877,104). 

Regarding claims 12-14, Stewart does not explicitly teach a means or fault 
detection 16 for processing and interpreting data coupled to a first interface. In an 
analogous art, Shimono teaches a means for processing and interpreting data 97a, 97b 
coupled to a first interface 5 of a wireless access point (fig. 2). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
the teaching of Shimono to the network connection point of Stewart so that data 
received from the wireless device can be properly converted to upstream data. Shimono 
also teaches fault detection means 10a, 10b, 30a, 30b coupled to the means for 
processing and interpreting data 97a, 97b. Shimono further teaches a processing unit 
97a, 97b for processing information; and a memory 96a, 96b for storing said information 

(fig. 2), 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 are allowed. 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the anchor 
means as claimed. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 11/01/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In the remarks, Applicant contends that Metz does not teach or suggest that, 
"wherein said second connection interface is adapted to be secured in a fixed 
location. 

In response, as stated in the above rejection, "it is noticed that the device 8 is 
expanded and integrated within the work station 3". Therefore, the second connection 
interface 9 within the device 8 is also to be fixedly placed in the work station 3, see col. 
2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEE NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7854. The examiner can normally be reached on FIRST FRIDAY OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DORIS TO can be reached on 571-272-7629. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




